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WAS est2.filish2f”.These p~CIp12 vlerc relatives of the expocI~:C:Lx)u:>anclcon-

(hi].?-m of 12Y”’.xe5~o.I-eIIts:.—----,— -.....—— —

‘i’hechildreilof tileexpos~d islanders have not been incl.udcd on the

rev(:al.cdany cl.oar-cutgenetic effects and it was therefore f21E zh2t such
........;

.,’~i:+;.+::;;},?*...,..i*...,.,!. studies on the Narshallese children were not indicated. Thou~h the chilclren

clusj.onof children of exposed on our examination list has ‘DeeP. t’od C2USC of

..
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Over the years at bmpts

. ,
a :tr~l~htfor{;crclE,..-L‘-,~lertl]c

by the expc?d. itople shout rzdia.tio2effects. The people have never r(.:~.llj’

understood or appreciated the importance of annual me~~iceicx:‘,linati~:15 znd

therefore there has l:eensome unrest corlcerni~~the need for such cxr~!i:ln.tio:ls

in view of statements about.the lack c)ffindings. It was explained tlmt:th?

exa)!(j:,:atior~swe;:ea safc~~:rd to their health ancltl)at~~iOLl~h radiatic3 ci.;ects

were not expected to be seen fr<:tisurh low c30sc:+,experience ~il hwmn behl-Is

was too lfiaitec?to be c;rtafn of this. IfLspit-cof t.hfs,rzpport.wit-nt!n

peopl.t”.was excel.1.entand theze v7as fLj~lC:JOpei-a.~”j.Oflin the examinatj.anr.

DCWL-.lCIWTCII::Slc>:nd~,~~ ~to the nresmlt C?.isi.c:-,___ !______ . ---- —. .—.--—..—-

~)le:

In 1965 the exposed Ronuclap pepple

as cc!,~pensationfc)rradiation effects.

received about 1.1,000doll::rsc:>.ci~

This cauc;eclfurthei-unrest a.~~j~~.the

Ut.iril:people \;Ihofelt that evm thou~h they had no ~adiaticn effects they
-’+.-.>,s.:.E&*.:,.
:W;.’*A*IK.

should bc compensated to scme extent. Perhaps there was son:’eresentrcnt among

the people asai.r,stthe meclicalteam fc)rtl)isthough it

13NLdoctors did not fozmulatc the ccm)pmsation bills.

the Utiirikpeople’s feelings an(1later tl)cAEC and t?le

granted the t!tirikpeople 9.1:01.c,-I paynrnt (~~i[;lltly over $100 per persc;-~)not

for radiation clfcc.t.sbut i)ascd cm incor,\~cnicnccto the people imposed as a

result of the fallout.



the l?arsh~l.lsto check-u? oa

“~<j
.,....<,; reporters with one Japr.r~ese.?.,.,

-.-.;.:!... -y--

:*j;&i/j

in 1971 he invi~ed

our cxminations.

woman doctor. The

inaclequ~tecredentials of t?~?group. This in-

causcclour Ilarch1972 exantir-ationsof the Ron~-

aborted. A special coaittee cm llo~gelapand

Utirik was fo)med by the Congress of l~icronesj.awho o~~z.i~~)~ed a medical
~.,$..

“.’observer [,roup‘in1972, referred to at the beginning. TiAc.cmittee publish-
,(.’

.ed a sizcab].ebc.)kco~~rrj.nsour exanir!.e.tionsa:~ the o’oser~wrsreport, tile

results of whv.chwere generally favorable to us and did m~ch, at least>

telr~marily, to quiet tileunrest,

Durinu tlw past few years two bills were fo~mulated at the in:tisation of

the cm~rc:ss ~f Micronesia J) A hospital benefit bill (Public Lat.75-52) to

allow for free hospitalization, transportation and per dim for exposed

Ronce?ap and Uti.rikpatients and included the control group of unmposcd

Ronjyl?-ppeople.who are on 7hfiexamination list. This has been the cause of

further unrest, which no doubt plays a strong rGle in the present crisis, pal-ti-

ctrlarlyin Uti~-ik. The complaints associated with this Ii,’.?largely concerns

the fact that LIIC[Jtirikpcol)lcfeel that there sl]o-dldbe a control aroup fcr

th::j.rpop[l~atiun. The unexposed Utiril:people arc not entitled to the b;nefits
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shoulclbe incl.ufl.ed.Tl~e.rewas extcnsj.vediscussion uf these ~G.l_iit~: c.t the

w-uqmq
~hiw% ,..

.
.. .!. >.!,,:..,

,., -.

.

. . .

. .....

I

grievances,s-;~--ze~k.~

above conp?.aintsthe

were most fr~.endly.

further compensation

particularly Chyroid

the bill.

T
. . . . .

. . . . .-
. .- . . --LW.- ~ : .... . : (cc~pyenclosure 3). In spite of the

people on Utirik and Rongelap during iho Marc}.visit

2) A second Law (now heferc our Congress) concerns

for tl]eexposed

slmgical cases.

Elarshal].esefor radiaf-ioneffects,

Enclosure 4 presen~c the status of

Uti.ri?:nonuhtim: ..-——- ....4-—..-—.

CYI1Y.nntion of the unrest V;2.s related to the develop~asntof tl)sthyroid

effects on tileUt-ixikpeople. Whe:n, in 1969, a thyroid cancer was dir.covered

i) a UL~i-~-l( woxan its rektion to l“adiation 12xLJ~J”Ce~7aSCOnSi~~ered.to be un-

lik,:ly~’articularlysince the thyroid tumor incidence was ~encrally not in-

crc~’;edin tl~i.sexposed population. The peuple were so informed. In 1975

a sw ,-mdt-i~yroj.dcwcer was sur~ical].yremoved from a Utirik worwn and it

hecal;...:~,par~~tthat perhaps, indeed, racl;.2timlexposure.was playins a role.

This poscibil.itywas confirmed by statistical experts. lZR1l/k,the Department

of Intericr md the Con2ress of l~icronesizwexe infomned about this and it

Was reCOmW:-d2d t?~at the Utirik thyroid surgical cases be included in the

compcm:;r:tioabill then being fommllated. Iletwem the March metins and the

June 1976 cpl~.r~erlytrip of the ENL rcsj.dentphysician a third case of thyroid

cancer

Of the

clition

in a Utirik wwl!anwo.soperated upon and returned to Utiuik at the tints

June trip. A letter to tl]espouse of this patient explained Ilercon-

,andtl~ather name was being mbmittcd to the Department of Interiol”

for

the

consideration

thyroid mlkcs

for canpensation pl!rposes. ‘I%istl~i.rd

the ri:;kper rad for thyroid cancer in

/
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the Occu-;rcnccof
?-~~..:<+ea.:.-..-,..::...,:.?--

that time equaled

RAC:i-m
Enclc)surc!s

.

.


